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SHORT HISTORY 
o | 
PRIME MINISTERS, 


The numerous Fallacies and Miſrepre- 
ſentations contain'd in that Pamphlet are 
fully detected, and ſome important Paſ- 
ſages in Hiſtory ſet in a clear Light. 


WET 


Curſory REMARKS on the Author's baſe 
Aſperſions on M——. 
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Fallitur egregio quiſquis ſub principe credit 

Servitium; nunquam libertas gratior extat, 
am ſub rege pio. 
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T muſt be allowed, that ſince the Can- 

queſt, there never was an Oppoſition to 
4 any King, or any Miniffry, more inde- 
fatigably ſupported, than that which: is at 
preſent maintain'd . againſt.:zhoſe who are; 
and, which is their great Crime, have been 
ſo long truſted with the Admini/iration of 
publick Affairs. Among the many Attacks 
they have ſuſtain'd, and the Multitude of 
Political Mines which have been ſprung 
againſt them, none hath ſo much diſappoint- 
ed their Antagoniſts, as that they have not 
been able, by the Examples quoted from 
Britiſh Hiſtory, to alter the Diſpoſition of 
their Prince, or ſufficiently inflame' the 
Minds of the People 4 either would have 
"x open'd 
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cates on that ſide of the 


fent Adminiſtration ſince it is manife In 
thin 


(6 ) 
open'd them a Road to Power, and till that 
be effected, they are determin'd-never to be 
at quiet, 
t has been often advanced by the Advo- 


ueſtion, That a 
com inual Oppoſition again the Meaſures 
pi ſued any Miniſtry whatever, is #he 
ſureſt Means of preſerving Liberty to the 
Subject; and therefore a Practice always 
juſtifiable, as tending to the Good of the 
State. Whether this be ſo or not, I ſhall 
not at preſent attempt to enquire ; but one 
Thing I will venture to aſert, that no 


Principle but this can ever juſtify the pre- 


ſent Matecontents. "Nay, I can with Juſtice 
go further, and affirm, no Practice could 
ever have done ſo much Honour to the 


but the Vprightneſs of their Conduſi 
eould have ſuſtained the reiterated Aſſaults 
of a powerful and invenom'd Faction. 


Fhar happy Freedom, which we enjoy un- 


der the beſt Conſtitut ion that ever exiſted 
hatk opened a wide Gate for whatever could 
be ſuggeſted to tlie Prejudice of thoſe in 

Power; I mean; the Liberty of the Preſs, 
uchieh never was ſtrained farther than with- 
in theſe even Years laſt paſt. I do not 
mention this with the leaſt View of ſetting 
ſuch a Practice in a Light, which might 
make it ſeem juſt or neceſſary to reſtrain it 
on tlle contrary, I think it eſſential to the 
Nation's Safety, becauſe it affords them _ 
— 8000 b x | C 


(7) 
beſt Means of judging of the Condition their 
Affairs are in. And I am the more zealous 
for the Support of this Liberty, from my 
being perſuaded that while the Majority of 
Britons remain cool and candid Judges of 
the contending Parties Merits, they will 
ever continue dutiful Subjects to their King, 
and entertain a proper Senſe of that Happie 
neſs which is derived to them from his Ad. 
miniſtration. From theſe Conſiderations, I 
am a Friend to the Liberty of the Preſt; 
and from theſe Conſiderations only, have 
I on this Occaſion been tempted to en- 
it, 64-6 217.12 ent 
Abt Hiſtory affords the beſt Leſſons to 
Politicians, is acknowledg'd by all who 
8 05 2% on 2 2 - 
the Engliſh Hiſtory ought to be thoro 
ſtudied by Engliſh Men, was, if I millake 
not, a Point tolerably well known before it 
was inculcated by the Craft ſnan. I muſt 
own, indeed, that Mr. D' Auvers's Cor- 
reſpondents and Aſſociates have given us re- 
peated Proofs of their reading in this way; 
they, in the beginning of their Lectures, 
extracted from it various Characters at full 
length; ſuch as Buckingham'”s and Woolſey's. 
Afterwards the learned, judicious, and im- 
partial Mr, Oldcaſtle preſented us with a 
Set of Dzſertations on Rapin's Hiſtory, 
which were wonderfully applauded by his 
Pupils; and by others, thought rather me- 
licious Reflections, than Obſer vatious tound- 


ed 


(8) 

ed on Facts. But theſe Eſſays for reviving 
| Confuſion proving utterly ineffectual, the 
preſent, it ſeems, has been thought a con- 
venient Seaſon for a new Attempt in the 
fame way; and thereupon, ſome Under- Au- 
thor has been ſet at work to make and pub- 
liſh an Extract of all that could be muſter'd 
up on this Head; and he has preſented it to 
us accordingly, under the Title of A Short 
Hiſtory of PRI MINISTERS in Great 
Britain. l 8 be, 
The Intent of this labour'd Performance, 
as the Author himſelf ſets it forth, is to 
Mew, that a Monſter, call'd a Prime Mini- 
ger, and who is the Fore- runner of Tyran- 
; Or, as it is there expreſs'd. (a little ob- 
urely, I think) a preliminary Tyrant was, 
it, and well be ſuch a Bugbear, as the Bri- 
#iſþ Nation cannot bear the Sight of: That 
our Conſtitution mult tremble at his Ap. 
12 our Liberty be in danger whenever 

e appears; our Trade fly before him; and, 
in aword, common Senſe and common Honeſty 
muſt quit the Kingdom, the very Inſtant this 
ſame Prime Mznifter ſets his Foot in it. 
“ Behold, Britons ] this tremendous Mon- 
& fter, which only can ſwallow up your Pri- 
“ vileges; remember that he is to be perſe- 
“ cuted with univerſal Antipathy ; that 
your Anceſtors never gave him Quarter.“ 
A Thus far the Author. — Let me add this 
Caution. Don't fall to worrying, till you're 
fure tis a Prime Miniſter, © = 
. peed . 


\ 


(9) 

Tt is no difficult thing to perceive, that 
all the Writer's Artifice is exerted in order 
to confound the Words Prime and Evil 
Miniſter, ſo as to make them pals for ſyno- 
nomous Terms; for could that be once 
brought about, it would require no more 
than to call any of his Majeſty's Council his 
Prime Miniſter, and the Perſon muſt, 2p/0 
facto, commence ſuch a Monſter as has been 
purſued by the Publick State, at leaſt ſince 
the Days of William the Conqueror. Their 
late Succeſs in impoſing a Change in collect- 
ing the Duties on #20 Commodities on the 
People for a general Exciſe has made them 
ſo ſanguine, that they fancy the ſame may be 
practiſed again with equal Facility, and then 
by the help of this Scheme their Work were 
done. For all the good People ot England, 
as this very learned Gentleman has ſhewn, 
are, from an innate Implacability derived 
from Father to Jon, bound to riſe as one 
Man, and ſome-how or other rid them- 
ſelves of this Monſler; and in caſe it ſhould 
ſo happen, that they ſhould fall into any Diſ- 
pute about the Method, the ingenious Com- 

tler of this humane Treatiſe adds at the 
end of his Pamplet,a Lift of Deatbs for them 
to pick and chuſe out of; and, to ſolve all 
Difficulties, has put STURDY BEGGARS 
down in the Claſs of ExzcuTioNERs, for 
which thoſe, who of late are grown fond 
of the Title, will doubtleſs give him 


Thanks, 
B | This 
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This judicious Perſon goes on next to 
aſſign the Reaſons why the Eugliſhßh Nation 
Have, do, and ought to exert their utmoſt A- 
verſion againſt Prime Miniſters; and tho? I 
confeſs, there be no Cauſe at preſent for an- 
ſwering this part of his Pertormance, be- 
cauſe I know none to whom in any degree 
of Propriety that Title can be given ; yet 
T cannot forbear remarking what odd Argu- 
ments theſe People pitch on to prove ſuch 
Parodoxes as they think fit to maintain for 
the Amuſement of the Populace. © When 
* a Number of great Men join (ſays our Au- 
- — they draw with them a large Body 
of the Nation, and cannot therefore act, 
but upon Principles that may preſerve to 
them their Popularity amongſt their Fel- 
& low-Subjes.” After extolling this Form 
of Rule extravagantly : © Reverſe (ſays this 
« wiſe Perſon) this noble Proſpect, and be- 
& hold the Power of many Miniſters ſhrunk 
“ up into the Fiſt of one ambitious Man.“ 
& (i. e. a PRIME MINIS TER) He can have 
& no perſonal Intereſt to draw any Numbers 
&« along with Him, and muſt therefore have 
“ recourſe to corrupting our Manners, in or- 
c der to corrupt our Votes.“ All this I con- 
feſs, is a kind of Reaſoning not a little with- 
out my Comprehenſion. 

For to a Man of ordinary Judgment, as I 
take it, it will ſeem much more probable 
that a Junto of Mzniſters, each having, as the 
Author ſuppoſes, a large perſonal — 

x2, an 


(r) 


and a great Number of Dependants cloſely 
linked to his Service, ſhould attempt to en- 
creaſe their Authority beyond legal Bounds, + 
than a ſingle Man without any conſiderable 
Je of pong who might thence be rationally. 


expected to act with greater Care and Cir- 
cumſpection. I do not fay this as an Advo- 
cate for a /ſo/e Miniſter, but I advance it by 
way of Argument, and I could adduce many 
Inſtances to prove it: The Triumvirates of 
Pompey, Ceſar, and Craſſus, and of Octa- 
vius, Antony and Lepidus, put it abſolute- 
ly out of the Power of the Romans to eſ- 
cape Havery; if theſe Confederacies had 
never been made, the Friends of Liberty 
would have been too ſtrong for any ſingle 
Pretender; but their Conjunction riveted 
the Chain on the People, and what hap-. 
prong afterwards was only changing Three. 
Maſters for One. 
Theſe worthy Reaſons for eſtabliſhing an 
Oligarchy being ſufficiently inſiſted on, our 
Author proceeds to ran/acking, as himſelf 
very juſtly terms it, the Brztz/h Hiſtory, in 
order to prove by Record the continued Ha- 
tred of the Nation to this Phenomenon, 
which he has thought fit to dreſs up and call 
a PRIũxE Minis TER. With what view 
this Detail has at this juncture been puſhed 
into the World, the Work itſelf ſufficiently 
declares, and ſtands in need of no Innuendoes 
to explain it. But the Falſhoods, Forge- 
ries, and Miſrepreſentations which it con- 
B 2 tains, 


(42) 
tains, renders it neceſſary to examine it par- 
3 becauſe honeſt and good Men 
may otherwiſe be miſlead, and miſtake Kings 
for Tyrants 5 Publick Bene factors, for Tray- 
tors to the People; and the moſt Pernicious 
Enemies to the State, for Zealousand Di/- 
intereſted Patraots, With this Intent we 
ſhall follow him ſtep by ſtep thro? the ſeve- 
ral Reigns from the Conqueſt to the Reftora- 
tion, and leave our Readers to judge with 
what Candor he has given them a ſhort Ac- 
count of the Single Article of Prime Mini. 
ſters tlirough that Period. 

But previous to this, it will be needful 
to ſettle the true Meaning of thoſe Terms 
which both he and I make frequent Uſe of, 
viz. Miniſter, Prime Mziaiſter, and Favou- 
rite. The firſt, according to its natural Im- 
port, means no more than a Servant, and 
in the Courſe of theſe Pages is taken for a 
Servant employed by the Prince in Matters 
of Fate, i. e. in diſcharge of Duties he owes 
his People. Prime Miniſter is a Servant, 
in whom his Prince, from an high Opinion 
_ bf his Capacity and Integrity, places a pe- 

euliar Confidence. A Favourite is one rai- 
fed from the King's Eſteem of his Per ſon. 
When theſe make an ill Uſe of the Power 
with which they are inveſted, they become 
Evil Miniſters, and Minions dangerous to 
their Maſter, in as muchas they are Peſts to 
his People, and fuch as, after due r of 
5 their 


(13) 
their Crimes, the Engliſh have hardly endu- 
red. t * 3 62 

WILLIAM the firſt, ſurnamed the Congue- 
ror, was, as Rapin, and the beſt of our 
own Hiſtorians have obſerved, a Prince of 
a ſtern, ſuſpicious and implacable Temper ; 
he raiſed Odo, his Half. brother, to the HBiſhop- 
rick of Bayeaux in Normandy, and, when 
he returned into his Datch after the fubdu- 
ing of England, he appointed this Oao and 
another, Regents here in his Abſence. Their 
Behaviour during their continuance in Power 
was correſpondent to his own, that is, they 
N harraſſed, and oppreſſed the poor 

ngliſh, till they made them rebel: The 
King thereupon returning from Nor mandy 
ſpeedily quaſhed thoſe Stirs, but he did not 
- puniſh the Regents 5 on the contrary, the 
Hiſtorians ſay he approved of all they did; 
and Rapin obſerves, that if they had not 
been ſure of ſuch Approbation, they would 
not have acted as they did. But William 
from this time hated his new Subjects, revi- 
ved the Tax called Danegelt, and contri- 
ved every method poſſible to bring them 
low. About ſixteen Years after, this Odo, 
who was now become Earl of Kent and, 
had amaſſed Wealth enough to aſpire to the 
Papacy, cauſed the greateſt part of it to be 
put on board a Fleet at the Ifle of Migbt, 
and taking with him ſuch Normans, as had 
particularly depended upon him, attempted 
from thence to fail into {zaly ; = the 
inds 
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Winds proving contrary, gave the King time 
to come over, and at once ſeize him and all 
that he had; which when he had done, he 
ſent him cloſe Priſoner to a Caſtle in Nor- 
mandy, where he continued till the Congue- 
ror's Death. 'The Amount of all this is, that 
a wicked ayaricious Prince put it in the 
power of his Half-brother, by Oppreſſion, 


to raiſe an exorbitant Fortune, in the En- 


joyment of which he protected him againſt 
the Voice of the Nation, until he found an 


Opportuaity of ſeizing all to himſelf. What 


this has to do with the preſent State of 
Things, let the 9 or his Coreſpon- 
dents make out if they can. 

Wi1ELLIAu the ſecond (ſays the Author 
of the ſhore Hiſtory) was, according to our 
Hiſtorians,a Prince of a fierce and avaricious 
Temper. I admit that and more, for the 
beſt Authors agree in making him a Mo- 
aarch of mean Capacity and many Vices; and 
yet even this King, as our Author allows, 
might have retained the Affections of his 
People. Rapin tells us how ; © Ir was 
& obſerved with Pleaſure that he affected to be 


governed by the Counſels of Lanfranc, 


& who was univerſally eſteemed and beloved. 
& Tt was chiefly the Reſpect he at firſt paid 
c this wiſe Counſellor, that filled the Eng- 
« liſh with the hopes of a happy Change 
& in their Fortunes. So that it ſeems the 
National Hate was not in thoſe early Days 


bent againſt PRIME Minis TERS, who were, 
and 


(08917 - 
and may be of great Benefit to the Publick ; 
but againſt Evil Miniſters and Evil Mea- 
' ſures, which every body allows were pro- 
per Objects of Reſentment. Bur as the 
Engliſh were in this Reign in the Intereſt of 
the PRIuE MinisTEx, becauſe a good one; 
ſo their Affection for Change never influen- 
ced them as to him. Their kind Wiſhes at- 
tended him while in Place, and followed 
him in his Retreat, where he died exceeding- 
ly lamented both by the Normans and Eng. 
liſh, tho? he was a Foreigner by birth. It may 
ſeem ſtrange to ſome, that this CharaFer 
ſhould be omitted in the Hort Hiſtory, but 
thoſe who are acquainted with the Candor 
uſually ſhewn in Party Hiſtories will be at 
no great loſs in finding out the Cauſe. It is 
not amazing, that ſo wicked and irreligious 
a Prince as King WILLIAM the ſecond, 
who retained neither the Fear of God, or 
Regard of Reputation, ſhould be able from 
among the Scum of the People to pick up 
an Inſtrument of Oppreſſion; the Perſon he 
fixed on was one Ranulph Flambart, a Man 
of mean Birth,whom a little before his Death 
he made Biſhop of Durham, and of whom 
we ſhall have occaſion to ſpeak again the 
next Reign. 
Henxy the fr ft was indiſputably a great 

Prince,and as deſerving of Reputation asany 
Monarch of his Age. But the Author of the 
Short Hiſtory has impoſed on his Readers as 
to what he ſays about him and his Conduct. 

At 


= a — = — — —— ¶ ö 7—˙* .. f 
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as far as we can learn, without Minis TERS, 
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At the beginning of his Reign his Title was 


very dubious, not to ſay worſe ; the Nation 
were juftly provoked againſt Rauulph Biſhop 


of Durham, the deteſted Miniſter of the late 
Prince (as Rapin calls him ;) and the Great 


Chumcil of the Realm directed he ſhould be 


ampraſoned, as we are told by Matthew Pa- 
4s 5 ſo that this was really a judicial Act, 


founded doubtleſs upon Proofs which ought 
to be brought before any Man is puniſhed. 
As to Henury's governing, as the Author ſets 
forth, without any PRI E Minis TER, it 15 
notoriouſly falſe; he was directed by Anſelm, 
Archbiſhop of Canterbury, in the Entrance 
of his Reign; and it was the Wiſdom, In- 
tegrity, and great Intereſt of this PRIME 
MINISTER which kept the Crown on his 
Maſter's Head. But the Author of the 
Short Hiftory has invented and aſſerted 
another Fact in relation to this King; becauſe 
the Story he tells might be of ſome uſe to 
the Scheme purſued in the Pamphlet, vig. 
That when one of his own Miniſtry, Ro- 
BERT Earl of MaLLENT, had by his Conduct 
incurred the People's Hatred, he firſt diſgra- 


ced him, and then ſtripped him of his vaſt 


Eſtate: Whereas the EARL of MALLENT 
loſt his own large Fortune for attempting 
to put WILLIAM Ckiro, the Son of Ro- 
BERT, Duke of Normandy, elder Brother 


to the King, in Poſſeſſion of his Dutchy. 


During the latter part of his Lite he ruled, 


Or 


(9) 


or at leaſt without any of great Note, ex- 
cept his Natural Children, one of whom, 
viz. Robert Earl of Glouceſter, was the Per- 
ſon he of all others depended moſt upon. 

King STEeHen aſcended the Throne by 


the Election of the People, who were in- 
fluenced thereunto by the Clergy, at the 
Head of which powerful Body was Henry 
Biſhop of Wincheſter, the King's Brother. 
The Terms however upon which he was ad- 

mitted to the Crown, were the conceding 
large Privileges to his Barons, who ſwore 
conditionally, as long as the King main- 
tained his Promiſes, ſo long were they to 
maintain their Loyalty. Oaths were at that 
time too frequent, which naturally induced 
Purjury, by rendring them leſs heedful of 
thoſe ſolemn Aſſertions. Wherefore, before 

STEPHEN was well ſettled, ſome of the moſt 
forward to advance him went over to the Par- 
ty of Ma uv his Competitor, ho claimed by 
an Hereditary Right; the Barons turned the 
Favours the King had done them to his Preju- 
dice, and becauſe he would not fatisfy the 
exorbitant Requeſts they made, a Spirit of 
FALSE PATRIOTISM excited many of them 
to diſturb the Publick Peace, to take Arms 
againſt a King to whom they were bound 
by Oath, and to plunge their Country into 
civil Broils and Bloodſhed, in hopes of ſa- 
tiating their Ambition and Avarice by 
Bribes from one or other of the Competitors. 
Henry, Biſhop of M iucheſter, carried over the 
T | Clergy 


Empreſs, who diſobliged the Biſhop of M in- 
pci in his Power to reſtore his Ma / 


(18) 
Clergyto M xvy?s Intereſt, becauſe his Bro- 
ther would not ſuffer them to become inde- 
pendent, to raiſe Soveraignties in the Coun- 
tries where they refided. This inſolent 
Prieſt ſummoned King STgenen to appear 
before him, and an Aſſembly of the Clergy, 
to give account of his Actions; this his 
Brother diſdained, but ſent Alberic de Vere, 
a famous Civilian, who, as Rapin tells us, 
with great Boldneſs maintained the Royal 
Cauſe againſt theſe Reverend. Rebels. This 
King is recorded to have had another Fa- 
vourite, one William de Tpre, who, when 
his Maſter was in Priſon firmly ſupported 
the little Intereſt left till the Pride of the 


ter both to his Liberty and Authority. Such 
FavoukRiTEs as theſe, who aſſerted the 
Honour and Safety of the King againſt 
Male-contents and Rebels, will never ſure 
be condemned by Men of the fame Prinei- 
ples with thoſe whom they oppoſed : For 
which reaſon one is named and cenſured 
without ground in the Shore Hiſtory, and 
the other not mentioned at all. 


_-  Henxy the ſecond was a Monarch of 


great Capacity, Courage, and Prudence ; 
he made choice of Thomas Becket, a Law- 
yer of ſome eminence at the Bar, for his 
Counſellor, and made great and conſtant uſe 


of his Counſels. Thomas affected vaſt Mag- 
nificence, and kept upiprodigious Splendour, 


until 


(19) 
until the Archbiſpopricł of Canterbury be- 


coming vacant, the King advanced him to 
that high P. 77 „not doubting hut that 


he would act therein very obſequiouſly. 
Thomas immediately changed his whole Be- 
haviour, the Royal Favours were forgotten, 
and the Ambition of ſetting himſelf at the 
Head of a Party againſt his Prince, led this 
haughty Prelate to involve the Nation in 
great Calamities, wherein the King ſhewed 
great Meanneſs in condeſcending to enter in- 
to various Treaties with his Sabjechs and 
his Creatures. At length the Rs of 
the Przeſt, and a raſh Expreſſion from the 
King, cauſed the Archbiſhop to be murdered 
in the Chancel of his Cathedral. After this, 
much Diſſenſion enſued between King Hz N- 
Rx and Sons; but Rapin takes no Notice of 
Bectet's having ſown the Seeds, which in- 
deed, I think, not a little improbable; tho?, 
to ſwell the Wickedneſs of this MixNts TER, 
as he is improperly ſtyled in the Shore Hif- 
zory, this Crime is very confidently laid to 
his Charge; I fay, he is improperly ſtyled a 
MiNISs TER, becauſe he reſigned the Great 
Seal as ſoon as he became Archbiſhop, and 
ſet up for a Defender of the Rights of the 

Church the Moment he had diveſted him - 
ſelf of his Office of Chancellor; ſo that on the 
whole he may rather be ranked among 
FALSE Pa TRIO Ts, than among Evir Mͤi- 


NIS TEERSõ, 


C3 As 


n 
Ass to what the Author of the Hort Hi f 
tor ſays of the Reign of Richaxp the 

Firſt, and the inſolent Behaviour of the Bi- 
ſhop of Ely, I admit it to be pretty near 
the Truth; but then I muſt put the Reader 
in mind, that theſe Exorbitancies were com- 
mitted in the Abſence of the King, and that 
as ill as the Biſbop behaved, he was ſum- 
moned before an Aſſembly of the Lords in 
St. Paul's Church, and there charged with, 
and convicted of his Crimes, before he was 
impriſoned or puniſhed, or ſo much as his 
Authority taken away ; ſo cautious in thoſe 
Days were the People of England, and fo 
tender of ſtirring without Cau/e. 
_ King Joan was a Prince, whoſe Vices, 
and want of Capacity to govern well, 
brought him into a State the moſt deplora- 
ble a King could poſſibly be in.  HuzexT 
Archbiſhop of CanTztrBuryY rendred him 
eminent Services in the beginning of his 
Reign, ſettled the Minds and Aﬀections of 
his People, and at his Coronation made a 
Speech which gave the King to underſtand 
he held his Crown from the Election of his 
2 and was to be maintained in Poſ- 
ſeſſion of it by their Affectious reſulting 
from his ruling according to his Oath, At- 
ter this, the Archbiſhop oppoſed the King's 
Meaſures, on which the Writer of the 
Short Hiſtory inſerts his Name among thoſe 
he has dignified with the Appellation of 

| |  PxIME, 
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PRIME, 2. e. of EVIL MinisTErs. But 
the Author muſt have a care of vriting at 
that rate; for if a MixISTER's thwarti 

his Maſter when he is out of Place intit les him 
to be rank'd in the Records of this worthy 
Author among PRIME or EVIL Minis 
STERS, then 1n his ſecond part, he muſt 


ive us, and , and as 
the Publick Peſts of the Natzo 


1, during the 
latter part of his Deceaſed Majeſty's Reign. 
As to the affected Character of Joun Gray, 
the Noxrolx Max, it is not very juſt in 
itſelf, and if it bs intended to throw any 
Dirt on that County, the Hiſtorians who 
have written of this King have fully wiped 
it off, by obſerving that it was the only 


Part of the King's Dominions where his 


Majeſty thought his Perſon ſafe; wherefore 
he choſe the 'Cown of Lyx for his Retreat, 
ſecured there his Treaſure and Regalia, 
and as the Reward of the Loyalty exprefſed 
by the Inhabitants thereof, he made it a 
Mayor Town, and gave them his own 
Sword. So that on the whole, a Norfolk 
Man need not have been particularized on 
this Occaſion with ſo much Caution. The 
Earl of Pembroke, who was the Counſellor, 
in whom this Ling moſt confided, who in 
all the Changes of that unfortunate Period 
for the Engiz/h Glory, was conſtantly true 
to his Soveraignand to his Country, is how- 
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ever omitted in this Hort Hifory, his 
Charatter and Conduct not at all agreeing 
with the De/agn of that Vorl. 
The Reign of Henxzy the fhird affords 
much Matter of Obſervation to the Writer 
of the Short Hiſtory. Hus kx T DE BuxGn, 
whom he mentions, was certainly an Evil 
Miniſter, and guilty of Oppreſſing the Peo- 
ple, yet he by the King's Reſentment 
ſolely, who harraſſed him exceedingly, and 
would have hot him to Death contrary to 
Law. The Barons, tho' no Friends to the 
Man, did not like {ſuch a Precedent, and 
therefore took him out of N of the 
King's Servants, until ſuch time as he could 
anſwer before his Peers, which he did ſo 
clearly as to eſcape, tho? Henry, who want- 
ed Money, forced him to buy his Peace, 
even aſter this, at the Expence of four of his 
beſt Eſtates. Ihe Be/bgp of Wincheſter 
was a much worſe MiNIs TER, a Man nei- 
ther of Honeſty or Humanity, who practi- 
ſed every mean Thing himſelf to get Mo- 
ney, and prevailed on a very eaſy Prince to 
do the ſame; yet the Barons of this Realm 
ſought not his Removal till they had full 
Proof of his Extortions, -when indeed they 
refuſed to come to Parliament before the 
King, removed him and his Dependants. 
HENRY himſelf was an ill and weak Man, 


ſo that notwithſtanding theſe Warnings, he 
governed afterwards as bad as ever, until — 
| | the 
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length the Barons, Being able to bear no 
longer, reſolved to free themſelves from 
thoſe Preſſures under which they had fo long 
groancd. Fheif General Stuox Mon- 


Fox r, Earl of Leiceſter, had indeed been 
raiſed to Honour and Eſtate by the King's 
Bounty, but not, as the Hort Hiſtory ſeems 
to inſinuate, from a low and mean Begin- 
ning; for this Simon was ſecond Son to the 
famous Earl Montfort, and might 1 — 
been advanced in France, if he had not 
choſen to dwell here. He married King 
Henry*s Siſter, was not long in the Kings 
Favour, headed that Party which oppoſed the 
King's EVIL MixIsTERS, and, in fighting 
againſt thoſe who ſupported the Royai Au- 
thority, loſt his Life. With what Juſtice 
then he is crowded into this His ToHN of 
Prime Miniſters, all Mankind may judge; 

but the Author was willing to have a large 
Catalogue, variety of Crimes, and variety 
of violent Deaths. He ſeems to have re- 
ceived a double Portion of the Party's Ipi- 
rit, and is never pleaſed, but when deſcribing 
the wicked Acts of licentious Favourites, 
ſaucily inſinuating to M.... y from former 
Examples, that Subjects have defy'd, impri- 
ſon'd, and even murder'd Kings on various 
Pretences, which ſhould warn him — of 
what——ſurely, of never having any thing 
to do with thoſe, who preſuming on the 
Lenity of our Laus, and the Juſtiee * 
Or” the 
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the preſent Admini ſtration, have dared to 
throw out ſuch hints of their baſe and bloody 
Intentions. | 
The Reign of Epwaxy the firſt is, by 
the Author of the SHoxT HisToxy, ad- 
mitted to have been equally glorious for the 
Prince, and happy for - People : 'This 
Gs it was natural for him to do) he a- 
cribes to that Monarch's making no uſe of 
a Prime Miniſter. As every Man has an 
equal Right of obſerving on hiſtorical 
Events; ſo on conſidering what Hiſfo- 
73ans have written of Affairs under this 
Prince, I am led to imagine, that another 
more - probable Cauſe may be aſſign'd for 
the Proſperity which King Epwaxop, for 
the moſt part, enjoy'd : It is this. The 
perſonal Reputation which Edward had at- 
rain'd for Courage and Conduct before his 
Acceſſion to the Crown, render'd him ſo 
formidable to the Barons, that they were 
leſs inclin'd to league and confederate them- 
ſelves againſt him, than againſt his Anceſtors, 

- Whoſe Diſpoſitions they knew were biaſſed 
towards Peace ; which therefore they were 
for attaining at any rate. The beſt Authors 
remark, that he made it his chief Care to 
keep Things quiet here, ſometimes treat- 
ing the Barons civilly, ſometimes coarſe- 
ly, as Things ſtood at the Time Diſputes 
happen d. In fine, he was a perfect Judge 
when to perſiſt, and when to give WAY, 

8 | Whic 


N 
which enabled him by degrees to eſta- 
bliſh his Authority ſo effectually, as to 
render it impoſſible for Conſpiracies to 
be undertaken by the Malecontents with 
any Hopes of Succeſs. This, together 
with his exact Diſtribution of Juſtice, 
even to the meaneſt of the People, and a 
Readineſs to undertake whatever might 
contribute to the Prot or Glory of the 
Nation, made him the Darling of the 
Populace, and the Terror of thoſe Noble- 
men, who were otherwiſe prone enough 
to throw Things into Confuſion. His 
Vigilance, Power, and great Stock of 
Glory, made him hold the Rein of Go- 
verument without Trouble, and enabled 
him to leave his on a Crown without 
Diſpute or Diſadvantage. 1 

King Eo wAxp the /econd was a Mo- 
narch of mean Spirit; he did not /ove, but. 
dote on his Favourites, without juſt Ground: 
or Reaſon. GavesToN he recall'd, not 
only againſt the Command given him by 
his dying Father, but alſo againſt his own 
ſolemn Promiſe, ratified by an Oath. This 
Man had Wit, and many genteel Ac- 
compliſhments ; but he had no Capacity, 
no Turn for Politics, was haſty and 
vain-glorious, proud and extravagantly 
profuſe. *Tis true, he diſpos'd of all 
Employments ; yet, in the main, he was 
OS D rather 
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rather the King's Minion, than his Mini- 
fer for in ED WAR D's thoughtleſs Courts, 
Balls were the Buſineſi, and ſplendid Ex- 
tertainments the utmoſt Stretch of royal 
Power and Wiſdom. The Barons, hay-- 
ing by ſeveral R diſcover'd 
the Pu/illanimity of their Soveraign's Tem- 
per, at all ſet up a new Form of Go- 
Vernment, to which the King was forced 
to ſubmit; and quickly after, pretending 
a, hag Oe - on ſome of rage Ae. 
_ ticles, they waged open War againſt. him, 

taking Scarborough Caſtle, wherein Ga- 
veſton was, granting him Terms in his 
Capitulation ; which the Earl of War- 
Wick afterwards broke through, and put 
him to Death; an Act ſeverely animad- 
verte Rapin.. The Spencers, Fa- 


d on by Kaz | 
ther, and Son, ſoon gzin'd as great an 
Aſcendant over King Edward as his ſor- 
mer Favourite; Open at firſt they, were 
in the Barons Intereſt, and young Spencer 

yas by them brought to Court, and 
Viackd near the King's Perſon, as a Spy. 
It muſt be acknowledg'd, that theſe were 
moſt unſettled Times, in which Fraud 
and Diſſimulation were ſcarce thought 
| * The Conſtitution differ'd widdly 
from what. it is at preſent ; the, Barons 
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x 
o 
- 
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looked on the King as their Enemy; 
the King regarded them with as- mY an 
A 1 ; 3 


„ | 

Eye, and the poor People ſtood equall 
in fear of both. The elder Spencer bal 
an exceeding good Character till the Ad- 
vancement of his Son, and at firſt gave 
him good Inſtructions; but by degrees, too 
mueh Power, join'd' to that Envy which is 
ſure to accompany it, turned their Brains, 
and they became inſolent to the laſt De- 
ree. No doubt can be made that the 
Barons, on the firſt Advancement of the 
Spencers, uſed them diſdainfully, and in 
a Manner which plainly ſhew'd, that they 
conſider d them as Enemies. This pro- 
voked the Favourites, who found Means 
to raiſe an Army, whereby, the Barons 
being routed, the great Earl of Lancaſter 
loſt his Life, by à Sentence pronounc'd 
in the Preſence of the Father and Son. 
In the mean time, 1/2bel2 the Queen 
had an Amour with young Mortimer, 
a Priſoner in the Tower, whoſe Life ſhe 
protected, though mg by the Spencers. 
Afterwards he made his Eſcape, and went 
into France, whither the Queen quick- 
ly found a Pretence to follow him, with 
her Son Prince Edward: There the Love 
of the Pablick, the Fear of falling again 
under the Subjection of the Spencers, the 
Thirſt of Glory, and a Criminal Paſſion, 
prevaild altogether on T1/abella to at- 
tempt diſpoſſeſſing her Husband of his 
| | D 2 = Crown, 
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Crown, and Ws herſelf on his 
Minions, In this ſhe ſucceeded - to her 
Wiſh. Briſtol, where old Spencer had 
Med for Shelter, quickly ſurrender'd; and 
he, at the Age of Ninety, was, with- 
out Trial, hang'd up in his Armour. 
Not long after, the King himſelf and the 
younger Spencer fell into her Hands; 
the latter ſhe cauſed to be hanged on a 
very high Gibbet; and ſoon after Ead- 
ward his Maſter was baſely murder'd. 
Such a Mixture of Patriotiſm and Trea- 
fon, Juſtice and Cruelty, publick Spi- 
rit and private Revenge, hardly perhaps, 
if ever, appear'd at once in any Na- 
ion. | 45 | 
It would be needleſs to trace far- 
ther the Current of this InveQive a- 
gainſt Men in Power; the Remarks 
Which I have already made, are ſuffi- 
cient to ſhew that the Author had not 
the Information of his Readers in view, 
but aimed ſolely at influencing their Paſ- 
ſions, and inſpiring them with Rage and 
Hatred againſt a moſt Noble Perſon, 
who, by meer Dint of his Integrity, hath, 
for a long Courſe of Years, preſerv'd his 
Honour and his. Places, in ſpite of all 
the fine Speeches of and all the tart 


Papers in the Craft/man. 
This Shore Hiſtory, and all the vari- 
ous Hiſtories contain'd in it, have _ 
the 
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the leaſt to do with the ' preſent Times; 
The Conſtitution is much alter'd ſince 
the Reigns of the Plautagenets. Our 
Kings do not pretend to ſuch extenſive 
Prerogatives; our Nobles. are no longer 
in a Condition to give Law to theit 
Soveraign, nor to oppreſs their Depen- 
dants; the People have their juſt Rights 
and Privileges, which none can invade 
except the Legiſlature; and that would 
be ſuch an extravagant Ac cf politis 
cal Self-Murder as no Man need to be 

afraid of. i. ii eee T8 
In the many Inſtances recorded by the 
Short Hiſtory Writer of ruin'd Mini- 
fters and Favourites cut off by pub- 
lick Hate, there are none mention'd bur 
ſuch as were charg'd with, and moſtly 
convicted of, Crimes againſt the known 
Laws of the Land, as well as againſt 
the publick Safety. But. which way will 
the deſigned Parallel hold? Has the 
x M r, as they affect to call 
him, ever been charged with any thing 
in a legal Way? Has there been any 
one ſo hardy, as to offer an Accuſation 
againſt him in a Place where he might 
have been call'd to Account? Have not 
his Enemies kept continually to Gene- 
rals, and never dared to condeſcend te 
Particulars, for fear of meeting with a 
| glaring 


glaring Refutetion:? If thoſe Men ſhould 
ao, or at any time, ſucceed, by their 


ted with the Benefits co 
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inſolent Aſſertions, and overbearing Be- 
haviour towards their Prince, would it 
not open ſuch a Rent in our Confti- 


tut ian as could not be cloſed? Who 


would ſerve the State in Praſpect of 
Rain? Who wauld' aim at doing the 
Publick Service, to be rewarded with 
their Hate as | ſoon as = are fatia» 
red upon 
them ? e 


But above all, how hard muſt the 


Condition of a Brztsh Monarch be, if 


he: loſe the Power of protecting even 


his innocent Servants? If fo be the 


King's Mixis TER muſt neceſſarily in- 
cur the Hate of his Subjects, and ex- 
poſe a worthy Man to the Purſuit of 
thoſe violent Spirits who are in Love 
with Change, and thirſt for Blood, who 
can Kzngs expect about them ? Or what 
Conſequence can this have, but to make 


Princes Tyrants or Slaves ? 


Men therefore of Moderation, who 
love their Country, and have a due 
Reſpe& for the Crown, will judge of 
Things as they appear after due Con- 
fideration ; they will be warm in the 
Intereſt of Liberty, and yet 4%, to 
the Per/on of their Princes; * 2 
- | | 8 Iidain 
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diſdain Slavery, and ftill dread the do- 
ing the ſmalleſt Injury to: the Conſti- 
tut ion; they will reſpe&t the King's Mi- 
niſters, while they act in Concert with 
the Repreſentatives of the People. In 
fine, - they will eſteem it their Duty to 


defend a Governments, while it protects 
them * | | 
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